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Mr. D, C. Slayter, Administrative Asst.

F. W. RoOberts, Supervisor of Surveying
and Drafting
February 1, 1971

Acreage - Africville Relocation Scheme

With reference to your memorandum of
December 31, 19270 regarding the amount of land
acquired by the City for the Africville Relocation
Scheme the following figures pertain:

(1) Total Area covered by the Expropriation Plan -
(includes Incinerator Site) 50,925 acres

(2) Incinerator Site 10.5 8

(3) Total area acquired within the
scheme for which titles could be
established; also included in (1) 10.5 L

It is very difficult to give an accurate
figure for the area acquired specifically for the
Africville relocation scheme because the actual property
ownership of relocated people could not always be
established. 1IL was for this reason, presumably, that
the City decided to expropriate to gain clear title
to all properties  involved.

These figures should probably be used only in
a general manner and not as the basis for accurate deter-
mination of the area involved.

//é.a&r 21./ ‘éé %
Fo. We ROBERTS

SUPERVISCR OF SURVEYING
AND DRAFTING

FWR/vm
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Mr. Fred Roberts

TO: Supervisor, Surveying and Drafting 1.

FROM: D. C. Slayter, Administrative Assistant 2.

DATE: December 31, 1970 3. FOLLOW UP
suslecT: Acreage — Africville Relocation Scheme 4. COMPLETION DATE

Would you arrange for one of the draftsmen to calculate
the number of acres acquired by the City in the Africville
relocation scheme. We need these figures to augment a report

Council has asked for on the entire Africville problem.

Livid Ayl

D. C. Slayter
Administrative Assistant

DCS/mjm
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NSAACP charge

backed

The Black United Front
said Saturday it is solidly
backing a NSAACP charge
that Aaron Carvery was
coerced inte selling his Af-
ricville property.

In a short statement, Mrs.
Carrie Best of BUF, said,
“the board of directors of
BUF unanimously endorsed
the actions taken by the
NSAACP about the Aaron
Carvery case.

“BUF will be following this |

case with interest.” Mrs. Best

said Carvery was offered -

by BUF

$14,000 in cash for his prop-
erty during a meeting with
city representatives.

City Manager Arnold Ward
said Saturday the Africville
property was already ex-
propriated before the incident
with city representatives.

Mr. Carvery was simply
“shown” the money was
available, explained the city
manager. y |

Vol
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qCﬁ')" buys last
. Property in
Y Afrieville

Halifax hag acquired the
last property in the Africville
area of the cify,

“Sa tisfactory settlement”
Wwas reached with the owner
and the building was demol-

. ished Tuesday, a spokesman |
for the city saiq.

The city undertook acquisi-
tion of a cluster of slums in
the area along the shore of
the Bedford Basin, adjacent tp
the city dump,

At one time, about 1gg
Negro families lived in the
community, .

Price paid by the city for
the property was pgt dis- |
Closed. The land s required |
for  approach roads fo the
Narrows bridge, c

e —

/
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Messrs., H.D. Crowell

D.F. Muzphy
¢.L. Polge o
R.B. Grant
G.B. Jefferson

A. W. Churchill, Aéminigtrztive peoipgtent
Pecenber 17, 1969

Relocation of Aaron Carvery

LA clesr and definite course of action nust be
deternined wici resSpect to this problem as quickly as
possible. AL the moment, Mr. Carvery is inaisting on having
one of Lia former nouses moved, and arrangenents have bsen
made for c¢he Building Inapection Supervisor znd an Aseisgtant
Building Inkpector to examine the house thoroughly on Thursday.
December 13, to determine the feasibility of moving it.

Would you piease arrange to meet in the Aldermen's

Room off tne Council Chmnber at nine o'clock Friday morning,
December i9, to decide on a course of action.

s

Administrative Assistant

AWC/mim
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TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Hoiarved 3 g e

C. L. Dodge, Esq., City Engineer 1. FOLLOW UP
D. F. Murphy, City Solicitor 2. FOLLOW UP
December 12, 1969 AL LOWALE

Arron Carvery - Bridge Approach Problem 4. COMPLETION DATE

L J

As you are aware, Dr. MacKay of the Bridge Commission, has
indicated there might be a serious claim for extras from Dineen
Construction Company as a result of delays which they will allege
result from the City's ¥ailure to acquire and clear the Arron
Carvery site. Dr. MacKay has indicated that he would expect this
claim to be paid by the City of Halifax.

You expressed the view yesterday morning that if the Bridge is
late in opening, it will not result from the City's failure
to obtain the Carvery property, but for other reasons. 1f
you are correct, it would seem to me that we shouldbe in a
position to prove this at sometime in the future. The best
way will be for theCity to be able to prove the conditions as
they exist today and as they develop in the near future.

I would therefore suggest that pictures of theBridge and the
Carvery property and Ramp "J" as it is constructed, should be
taken. I would recommend that on one day each week for the next
couple of months that a picture or pictures be taken from the
same position, so that the progress, or lack of it, zarxke
xeerxdrdy and the extent to which the continued presence

of the Carvery house is a factor, can be recorded.

Since the duties of your engineers /take them out of doors

I thought perhaps a member of your staff might be visiting
the site or near it, who can appreciate the problem and take

the necessary pictures. ;1/“77
A /(1,“

Donald F. Mgpphy
City Solic

DFM:F

g

)An\b

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



gt AL~

D. F. Murphy, City Solicitor
R. H. Stoddard, City Clerk

November 19, 1969

Expropriation - Arron Carvery Property -
Africville

I am advised by Mr. H. Crowell, Social Planner that
Mr. Arron Carvery has rejected a settlement of $14,387.76 for
his property in Africville.

“Pursuant to the resolution of City Council of
October 15, 1969, kindly prepare the necessary plan and
description so that this property may be expropriated.

The Council resolution appears on Page 886.

2

R. H. Stoddard, City Clerk

/1xr

ccs C. L. Dodge, City Engineer /
S. J. Langmaid, Real Estate Supervisor
H. Crowell, Social Planner

py-of102-39B:797, Africville Pr@perty Acquisition,-1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Mrs, Alexa McDonough, Specilal Projects
Supervisor
J., M, Coe, for Chief Planner

November 7, 1969

Request for Map Plotting Former Dwelling
No. 20 Africville

In reply to your memorandum dated October 15,
1969 I enclose a map to scale of 40' = 1" on which
crosshatched in red and numerated is the above property.

I am uncertain whether this is sufficient for
your purposes or whether, in fact, you need the property
boundaries to be defined., Should you need a surveyed
map your request should be directed to the City Engineer
as surveys are dealt with by his Division.

It is my understanding that Council have agreed
to assist Mr. Carvery in this matter and that this is
the reason for the City supplying such a survey map but
no doubt Mr. Dodge will reqguire £1ll clarification of
the situation from you on thia point,

J. M. Coe
for Chief Planner

JMC/plh
Attaghmant

c.¢, Mr. C. L. Dodge, City Engineer
Mr. S. A. Ward, City Manager

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



TO: His Worship the Mayor and Members of the Finance & Executive Committee,

FROM: S. A, Ward, C.A,, City Manager,
‘ DATE: 17th October, 1969,
SUBJECT: Transfer Overfunding to Africville Account.

—r

At the October 15, 1969, meeting, City Council approved settlement
of § 14,387.76 to be offered to Arron Carvery, last remaining Africville
resident.

As the Africville account as approved only has a balance of $ 7,051
remaining, it is recommended that $ 8,000 be transferred from overfunding of
the capital account "Sanitary Sewer Westwood Park".

Respectfully submitted,

| N

S. A. WARD, C.A,
CITY MANAGER
DBH/db

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Mayor To Prob
Africville Claims

Seeks
Way To
Help

By JIM ROBSON
Staff Writer

Mayor Allan O’Brien
iaid today he would
liscuss with council
ind former Africville
'esidents appropriate
vaf@to assist the 80
lamMles from that
rommunity who were
elocated by the city
retween 1964 and
1967.

A group of six per-
ions representing the
Africville action com-
nittee met with Mayor
YBrien Thursday to
liscuss their problems
ind present him with a
etition  signed by
‘lormer residents.

'‘ROMISES PROBE

Mayor O’Brien said that
thile a special project officer
f the city’s social develop-
1ent department was working
losely with the former Afrie.
ille residents, there will be
further investigations’ into
lleged promises which the
ction commitiee said were
lade by the city and not
ulfilled.

Group spokesman, George
Grant Sr., said Mayor O’Brien
was sympathetic towards
their cause but up until
yesterday ‘“‘was not ae-

quainted with all the facts |

surrounding the Africville
relocation program.

“The facts were shown to
Mayor O’Brien as they ap-
peared in black and white in
City Hall’'s own minute
books,” said Mr. Grant. ‘“The
mayor was concerned, said he
was going to, investigale, and
wants to meet with us again
soon,” he added.

THREE PROMISES

The action committee told
Mayor O’Brien the 80 Afric-
ville families were promised
three things basically: a
vear's free rent upon reloca-

tion inlo city housing or other |

tvpe of accommodation; ail
families were tfo receive
$1,000 towards new furniture,
and the city was to review the
value of the Africville land
purchased and place any ad-
justment money into a trust
fund for the former residents.

Mr. Grant said the mayor

, stated he was “not aware of
| these promises™ and sent for
| the council minutes.

Mayor O'Brien said today
“a’ decision was made ac-
cording to council minutes
that it would be better for the
Africville residents if they
waited until development of
their land started before any
Teasseeement would be car-

| ried out,”

“The value of the land 1s
not so great now due to the
heavy costs of servicing it,”
said the mayor.

NOT IN MINUTES
Mayor O’Brien said, ‘the
resolution regarding the

reassessment stated that if
the laqd value went up over
the price the city paid the

, residents for the land, the dif-
{ ference would go towards a

scholarship fund.”

Mayor O’Brien said “there
was nothing written in the
minutes concerning free rent

| or grants for furniture.
| However, there will be a
| further investigation to see in
fact if these promises were
actually documented.”

Mr. Grant said ‘‘according |

io our figures the people ‘of

Africville were paid a total of

$480,000 for their land.”
Mayor - O'Brien said this

point was discussed at the |

meeting yesterday and he had
social ‘planmning director
Harold Crowell call the
finance department on the
matter. He said the figures

Mr. Crowell got indicated that |

the city spent from $606,000 to
$650,000 on the land. )
Mr. Grant said the action
committee has consulted dif-
ferent land appraisers who
| feel the city should have paid
more for the land at Afric-
ville.
“THROWN IN DEBT”

“The move from Africville
meant that most of the
families were thrown into
more debt because of high
rents, mortgages, fuel bills
and transportation costs,” he
said. “This has kept their
noses to the grindstone and
they can’t get ahead because
of these bills.”

“Mayor O’Brien asked us
what we thought was a rough
figure on what the 80 families
owed in bills,”” said Mr.
Grant. “We gave him an
estimate of $70,000.”

Mr. O'Brien said “I am
sympathetic with their case
and agree that some pro-
posals should be put forward
to council to see how the city
can appropriately help the
Africville residents.

The mayor added that if
anyone did make these
promises to the Africville
people “it was not done in
bad faith.” He said the,

| biggest weakness of the re-
| location program was a lack
“of follow up on the city’s part.

L

\ J/V J
Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provid alifax Municipal Archives

Mr. Grant said he told
Mayor O’'Brien of a letter he
had in his possession dated
June 20, 1967 and signed by
City Clerk Ralph .Stoddard.
“Among other things, ‘ghe
letter states that if T get sick
or become disabled or am out

‘of work, the city would assist

me with mortgage and bills.”
The same type letter was sgnt
to other former Africville
residents.
OUT OF WORK

«] was out of work for
nearly three months  last
year,” said Mr. Grant, an

employee of Canadian Nation-
al Railways. “I took my letter
and went to the city for help
but I didn’t get any,” he said.
Another member of the ac-
tion committee, Ken Cassidy, |
a young married man, said he
applied to the city for the|
“free rent deal and got it only|
one or two months. I was sent|
down to join a welfare line
which I found degrading.
After that I didn’t bother.”
Mr. Cassidy estimated that
between 50 and 60 per cent of
the Africville families
received ‘“‘free rent” from the
city for a couple of months
and then didn’t get any more.
Referring to the $1,000
furniture  promise, Mr.
Cassidy said few people ac-
tually got furniture in this
manner. Some, he said, got
perhaps $500 worth while
several got furniture only to
be billed for it later by the
store.

but to pay for the furniture or

else lose it,” he said. “This|
expense added to the family’s !

debt load and caused many
" problems.”

bl

“The families had no choice

0/

12



BEYOND MEANS

Mayor O’Brien said he was
told by staff that some people
in fact did receive $1,000 for
furniture. However, he said
staff also mentioned a
particular case where a fami-
ly spent beyond their limit
then came back and wanted
the city to pay the extra.
“The city refused fo do this,”
said the mayor.

Mr. Cassidy said ‘“the
people think they were
cheated out of their land,
their homes, and what small
luxuries they possessed. They
were bitter over the promises
made to them right in their
homes by a city represen-
tative, only to find later the
promises were never kept.

“People are having pro-
blems keeping up their
mortgages,” he said. ‘“One
family had to sell their home
because of the lack of
transportation costs to and
from city limits. Another
family lost their home while
still another is in the process
of losing theirs because they
can’t meet the expense,” said
Mr. Cassidy.

When the relocation took
place, families were moved
into city and public housing
units for the most part. A few
managed to buy anothér home
while others moved to areas
such as Sackville and
Kearney Lake.

“Many large families are
having it hard finding apart-
ments,” he said. ‘“Those in

public housing are moving ou
as soon as possible because of
high rents,” said Mr. Cassidy.
DRIFTING APART

“Some families are drifting
apart because of the undue
strain put on the head of the
household in frying to meet
his family’s needs and pay off
bills at the same time,” he
said.

Faced with their problems
and few apparent solutions to
them, Mr. Cassidy said that
several persons got together
and approached the city last
spring for asgistance. This
move resulted in a credit
union being established which
is managed and operated en-
tirely by former Africville
residents.

The city of Halifax put up
$20,000 - and the province
$50,000 to give the credit
union a working capital of
$70,000. Set up in June, 1969,
the credit untion will loan
residents up to a maximum of
$1,500 over a 36 month period
at nine per cent interest.

Mr. Grant estimated that
only about 50 of the 80
families relocated could take
advantage of the credit union
because of credit limitations.
To get a loan, a person must
pay a $5. membership fee,
following this he must be able
to demonstrate his ability to

pay.

Administrative setup of the
credit union consists of a
manager, Harry Carter, a
credit committee, a board of
directors and a supervisory
commifttee. The credit com-
mittee, with three members,
screens all membership ap-
plications. They also sit once
a month and process loan ap-
plications.

While members of the ac-
tion committee feel the credit
union js certainly helpful, they
say it doesn’t help all the
people, only those who
qualify. “What is really
needed is an emergency fund
that all families with a pres-
sing need can draw from,”
said Mr. Grant.

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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TO: His Worship the Mayor

and Members of the Finance and Executive Committee
FROM: S. A. WARD, City Manager
DATE: October 2, 1969

SUBJECT: Settlement for Last Remaining Africville Resident
Arron Carvery

In December, 1966, City Council passed a motion that the City
purchase the estate of William Carvery for the sum of $30,000, plus
relocation expenses. Four of the five heirs of that estate agreed to the
approved terms of settlement. The fifth heir, Arron Carvery, has re-
fused to accept those terms as well as subsequent terms of settlement
offered by the City, and continues to reside in one of the four re-
maining dwellings on the property in Africville., In recent months,
urgent representations have been received from Mr. Leo Burke of the
Bridge Commission and from the contractors constructing the Narrows
Bridge approach. Both have indicated that serious problems have now
arisen with regard to completion of the approach roads due to the fact
that the remaining dwellings on the William Carvery Estate are impeding
both surveying operations and actual construction. Mr. Burke has re-
cently stated that Dineen Construction will be unable to proceed further
with the work scheduled for completion this Fall unless they receive
assurance by October 15th that the four dwellings in question will be
demolished. :

The Estate of William Carvery contained 22,500 square feet of land
and was purchased by the late William Carvery from His Majesty King
George VI in 1945. Mr. Carvery died intestate and the basis of
settlement was that under law all his descendents shared egually in his
assets.

Mr. Arron Carvery, the eldest of the five heirs, who is now 71,
has kept the deed in safe keeping since his father's death, has paid 7
the Property Taxes over the years, and erected dwellings. Because O£l
this, he feels that the property is his and he has indicated that he

will only sell it to the City for $35,000.

On September 29, 1969, the Africville Sub-Committee was asked
to reconvene under the chairmanship of Alderman James Connolly to
discuss the foregoing and convey a recommendation in regard to settle-
ment, which would be consistent with the spirit and intent of the total
Africville relocation program.

On the basis of recommendations made by the Sub-Committee members
in attendance, City Staff wish to recommend to Council that a total
settlement of $14,387.76 be offered to Arron Carvery, to include com-
pensation for his interest in the William Carvery Estate, his dwellings
remaining on the property, his interest in the Estate of Maizie Carvery,
furniture and moving allowances, and refund of an amount equal to
property taxes paid by him subsequent to the (1953) death of William
Carvery, Senior.

In the event that Arron Carvery should be unwilling to accept the
above offer of settlement, it is further recommended that the City
proceed immediately with expropriation, ensuring that construction of
the Narrows Bridge be delayed no further, but that City Staff make
every effort to facilitate Mr. Carvery's relocation by offering suitable
accommodations, presently being held in reserve for this purpose. Staff
support the recommendation of the Sub-Committee that Mr. Carvery should
be assured a settlement from the City of an amount at least equal to the
$14,387.76 being offered, regardless of any decision reached in the
law courts.

It is further recommended that City Staff be directed to interpret
to Mr. Carvery his right to legal counsel of his own choice, at the ex-
pense of the City, should he wish formal representation in opposing the
te f relocation offered him.

RS 11y submitted,

ard c"“"é?

SO L]
City Manager.
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TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Mr. G. F. West, Director of Works
R. W. Downie
August 27, 1969

Two Properties of William Carvery
Ad jacent to the Incinerator

1. FOLLOW UP '

2. FOLLOW UP

3. FOLLOW UP

4. COMPLETION DATE

=.

Some time ago I understood that Mrs. McDonagh
of the Social Assistance Department wrote you concerning

the demolition of the above properties.

William received

his money from the City, however, he is still living
there. Would you please demolish these properties as soon
as possible as they are in the way of the Bridge Approach
Roads. The buildings are marked with a yellow 'X?.

. Downie

Development Assistant
Real Estate Division

RWD:dmc
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Mr. R.H. Stoddard, City Clerk
Donald F. Murphy, City Solicitor

August 4, 1969
Acquisiton of Property =- Africville

e ———— e T ——————— e SN

Mr., William Carvery and his wife Ethel have
conveyed to the City of Halifax their interest in Africville,

by deed dated July 4, 1969, each having signed a separate
deed.

Council, at its meeting of July 2, 1969 agreed
to purchase the interest of the Carvery's in Africville
for the sum of $6,000.00, and Mr. and Mrs. Carvery agreed
to accept $5,250.00 and $750.00 respectively for their
interests in Africville.

I am enclosing deeds executed by both William
Carvery and Ethel Carvery, both dated July 4th, 1969,
conveying the property to the City of Halifax, for your
safekeeping.

The deed from William Carvery has been recorded
in the Registry of Deeds in Book 2326 at page 380; and
the deed from Ethel Carvery has been recorded in Book 2326

at page 382.
SO

Donald F. Murphy /
City Solicitor
Copy to
Mr. C.L. Dodge
City Engineer
Mr. J.D. Campbell
Chief Draftsman

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



VELOPMENT pgpr.

1. FOLLOW UP

<?> Emﬂmxmw@.,Rﬁ‘sell, Planners Helper. ZJECLLOWUS
\\// 2 N
X R — A\ 3. FOLLOW UP
3 m@é 28, 1969
SUBJECT: 4. COMPLETION DATE

Africville Expropriation Plan.

L J

I conf@r@ ?hat D. Campbell, Chief Draftsman, Engineering
Services Division has agreed to notify me upon location of
Africville Expropriation Plans.

,ZM éfﬁbg/

David Russell,
Planners Helper.

DR/agf
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OFFICE OF SOCIAL PLANNER

CITY HALL

HALIFAX, N. S.

CC O Ops -

FLERSE  po- A-#3

TEL. 423-8181
LOC. 241

e
)

o=l G

arv or maurax 6| JUL 1 6 1959 = -\u

July 16, 1969

Mr. George F. West
Director of Works
City of Halifax
Nova Scotia

Re: Demolition of William Carvery's Dwellings in Africville

Dear Mr. West:

This will confirm that a Quit Claim Deed in favor of
the City was obtained from William Carvery, Monday, July 7th,
for his two dwellings which form part of the William Carvery
Estate in Africville.

These two dwellings may now be demolished by Works in
order to facilitate the construction taking place on that
site.

We would suggest that Mr. Harry Carter, Special Project
Worker with Social Planning, accompany Works to the site in
order to identify correctly the two buildings to be demolished.

Please contact either Mr. Carter, or‘Mrs. Alexa McDonough
at Social Planning, 423-8181, local 245 to suggest a time.

Yours truly,

Harold Crowell

AMcD/ £ Social Planner RECALL
DATE BY

© gku&éﬁxéf 5&1@£m

..................................

...................................
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CONFIDENTIAL Finance and Executive Committee
June 6, 1968

TO: His Worship the Mayor and
Members of the Finance g
and Executive Committee fa/\
FROM: S. A. Ward, City Manager
DATE: June 3, 1968

SUBJECT: Staff Report - Possible Acquisition - Properties Nos. 144
145, and 146, City Plan P500/46, Africville

Mr. Kendrick Elcock has a deed to a parcel of 1land
bordering on Bedford Basin, which is approximately 2,460 square
feet in area.

A description of the improvements are as follows:

No. 144 - A garage type structure estimated to be over forty years
old which has been vacant for a number of years and is
in a very poor state of repair.

No. 145 - This building was built approximately fifteen years ago
by Mr. Aubrey Howe, Mr. Elcock's stepson. Mr. and Mrs.
Aubrey Howe lived in this building until they purchased
their present home approximately ten years ago. Mr.
Elcock now resides on the property. It is a five-room
bungalow in poor to fair condition. The exterior is
covered with wood shingles and the interior is partitioned
with gyproc panels.

No. 146 - This is an outbuilding.

Mr. Elcock has agreed to accept $8,000 for the land plus
building No. 144 plus $1,000 for necessary household items. Mr.
Aubrey Howe has agreed to accept $3,500 as settlement in full for
building No. 145.

IT IS RECOMMENDED, therefore, that City Council approve
the purchase of Properties Nos. 144, 145, and 146, City Plan
P500/46, Africville, for the total sum of $12,500 as settlement
in full.

Respectfully submitted,

K%

S. A. Ward
City Manager
RWD/bah
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Mr, R.H. stoddard, City Clerk
Mr. L.E. Cote, Solicitor

May 30th, 1968
Property Acquisition -
Bufldig No. 25 Africville - Vincent Simms and June Jackson
R

Flease be advisad that the City of Halifax acquired
the above noted property for the sum of $500.00 for the
purpose of redevelopment in the Africville area. Council
approved of this on Octcber 12th, 1967.

I an ataching hereto the deed dated May 14th, 1968,
conveying the property from Vincent Simms and June Jackson
tec the City of Halifax.

The deed has been recorded in the Registry & Deeds
at Halifax in Bock No., 2242 at Page 313.

Louis E. Cote,
Solicitor.

HA 0
Att.

c.c., Mr. G.F. West,
Comm. of Works.

Mr. D. Campbell, 4/
Chief Draftsman.
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TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Mr. G. F. West, Commissioner of Works
R. W. Downie, Property Negotiator
May 27, 1968

Africville Buildings

. FOLLOW UP

. FOLLOW UuP

. FOLLOW UuP

\
AN
,u"./

WORKS DEP
(¢4 RECEIVEL

MAY 27 1968 £

. COMPLETION DATE

:‘

There are a number of buildings in the Africville

area which the City now owns and would like them demolished

as soon as possible.

When time is available, would you please

contact the writer and I will go out and show you the buildings

to which I refer.

ZzR

Property Negotiator
Real Estate Division

RWD/bah
c.c. Mr. C. A. Copp

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



REPORT - PORT OF HALIFAX COMMISSION RE: : 2
INDUSTRIAL USE OF AFRICVILLE LANDS ’q'k

The following report was submitted for the infor-
mation of the Committee from the Port of Halifax Commission:

"A copy of the minutes of your meeting of March 5, 1968, was
forwarded to this Commission under cover of City Clerk's
letter of March 8. These minutes call for a report by this
Commission on the industrial use of Africville land now
cleared.

The delay with which this report is rendered was caused by
efforts to discover how much of this land will be absorbed

by the approach roads and by the footings for the Narrows
Bridge. Also, in order to make intelligent comment on the
problem it would be highly desirable to know the shape of the
remaining bits of land after these needs have been satisfied.
Unfortunately, it seems that none of this information is
available yet, as decisions as to footings and approach roads
have not yet been finalized. We are further advised that it
would be useless to speculate on these factors, as the gradients
are such that noone can as yet say how much land may be necess-
ary to accommodate the bridge and its road, or roads.

Furthermore, members of the Committee are probably aware that
the feasibility study for the Kauffeld project shows the
whole of the shore area and railway marshalling yard there,
from Negro Point West and then North to well past Fairview as
a terminal for the handling of some 15 million tons of bulk
and general cargo annually.

It is felt that once this huge terminal is operational, various
ancillary operations such as container stuffing and destuffing,
freight forwarders, warehouse operations, break-bulk and
handling operations and in general distributing operations on
a near-continental scale, will wish to locate as close to the
terminal as possible. Such operations, if they can be

served direct by private road can receive and despatch their
containers very economically by the large terminal transfer
trucks which are however too large to operate on public roads.

In saying this, however, we must point out that it will
probably be five years before any such terminal is in operation.
fiowever, even the relatively small pilot scheme the Port
Commission is studying now should attract some of these oper-
ations.

Yoo —
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The terminal for the pilot scheme will probably be at new
Pier C, now building at Ocean Terminals, plus the back-up land
behind. The terminal itself will probably occupy all the
available space there, and conseguently these ancillary oper-
ations will, in this case, be unable to locate near it. With
the shortage of land generally in Halifax, it is possible these
ancillary operations will have little choice but to go to the
same land at Africville and the few available acres there-
abouts once the new bridge has been accommodated. They will,
of course, go there the more willingly knowing that in a few
years the terminal through wiich their business comes will be
located on Bedford Basin.

The foregoing is somewhat speculative because, of course, noone
can yet say this will definitely happen. It is, nevertheless,
a possibility.

Members of the Committee will be aware that the movement of
approximately 15 million tons of cargo, approximately half of
it general cargo, would create a very considerable opportunity
for commercial activity of this nature at the port. Some

of the benefit such activity can create locally will depend

on its efficiency, and insofar as location is concerned, the
most efficient site will be the one closest to the terminal.

The Committee may not feel justified in letting these lands

lie idle for such a period of time. On the other hand there
is very little demand for industrial land at the moment. The
pace of industrial development is slow in the Halifax-Dartmouth
area due to the lack of the Area Development Incentive Act

grants from which we have been excluded.

Furthermore, the writer can say from personal experience that the
reaction of industrial site-seekers to the land in question has not
so far been favourable, chiefly on the score of cost. Some years ago
this Commission obtained estimates for laying out industrial sites on
the section immediately west of Africville which is very similar
terrain. The cost of this was estimated then at $3.00 per square
foot. It would certainly be higher now.

Respectfully submitted

(Signed) Ray March
Executive Secretary
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EXPROPRIATION PROPERTIES 144, 145 and 146, AFRICVILLE

May 9, 1968

To His Worship the Mayor and Members
of the Finance and Executive Committee.

The Committee on Works, at its meeting held on May 7,
1968, had for consideration the above matter which had been re-
ferred to it by the Finance and Executive Committee from its
meeting held on April 18, 1968.

After hearing a brief outline of the situation from
the City Manager and after consideration, the Committee on Works
recommends that expropriation proceedings be instituted immediately
with respect to Properties Nos. 144, 145 and 146, City Plan
P500/46, Africville.

Respectfully submitted,

W, J, NCEY
DEPUTY CITY CLERK

/3l
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EXPROPRIATION PROPERTIES 144, 145 and 146 AFRICVILLE

1%
s 10%
ﬂ“‘”‘f‘:q‘

The above matter was referred to this Committee

from the Finance and Executive Committee for consideration.

The City Manager outlined briefly the situation,
as contained in a Staff Report dated April 8, 1968 to the
Finance and Executive Committee.

MOVED by Alderman Sullivan, seconded by Alderman
Black that expropriation proceedings be instituted immediately
with respect to Properties Nos. 144, 145 and 146, City Plan

P500/46, Africville. Motion passed.

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Thow Pord.of Hotitorr

i859 Granville Street : Halifax, Nova Scotia
Phone: 422~1696 i Canada

. 422~-i697

Ref, 04/68

134G/68
May 6, 1968.
His Worship, Mayor Allan O'Brien
Members, Committee on Works,
City Hall,
Halifax, N.S.
Your Worship and Aldermen:
. A copy of the minutes of your meeting of March 5, 1968, was
forwarded to this Commission under cover of City Clerk's letter of

March 8. These minutes call for a report by this Commission on the
industrial use of Africville land now cleared.

The delay with which this report is rendered was caused by
efforts to discover how much of this land will be absorbed by the
approach roads and by the footings for the Narrows Bridge. Also, in
order to make Intelligent comment on the problem [t would be highly
desirable to know the shape of the remaining bits of land after these
needs have been satisfied. Unfortunately, it seems that none of this
information is available yet, as decisions as fo footings and approach
roads have not yet been finalized. We are further advised that It
would be useless to speculate on these factors, as the gradients are
such that noone can as yet say how much land may be necessary to
accommodate the bridge and its road, or roads.

Furthermore, members of the Committee are probably aware that
the feasibility study for the Kauffeld project shows the whole of the
shore area and railway marshalling yard there, from Negro Point West
and then North fo well past Fairview as a terminal for the handling
of some |5 million tons of bulk and general cargo annually.

It Is felt that once this huge terminal is operational,
various ancillary operations such as container stuffing and destuffing,
freight forwarders, warehouse operations, break-bulk and handling
operations and in general distribufting operations on a near=contin=
ental scale, will wish to locate as close to the terminal as possible.
Such operations, if they can be served direct by private road can
receive and despatch their containers very economically by the large
terminal transfer trucks which are however foo large to operate on
public roads.

l.l../2
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In saying this, however, we must point out that it will probably
be five years before any such terminal is in operation., However,
even the relatively small pilot scheme the Port Commlssion is studying
now should attract some of these operations.

The terminal for the pilot scheme will probably be at new
Pier C, now building at Ocean Terminals, plus the back-up land behind.
The terminal itself will probably occupy all the available space there,

and consequently these ancillary operations will, in this case, be
unable to locate near it. With the shortage of land generally in
Halifax, it is possible these ancillary operations will have littie
choice but to go to the same land at Africville and the few available
acres thereabouts once the new bridge has been accommodated. They
will, of course, go there the more willingly knowing fhat in a few
years the ferminal through which their business comes will be located
on Bedford Basin,

The foregoing is somewhat speculafive because, of course,
noone can yet say this will definitely happen. It Is, nevertheless,
a possibility.

Members of the Committee will be aware that the movement of
approximately 15 million tons of cargo, approximately half of it
general cargo, would create a very considerable opportunity for
commercial activity of this nature at the port. Some of the benefit
such activity can create locally will depend on its efficiency, and
insofar as location is concerned, the most efficient site will be
the one closest to the fterminal.

The Committee may not feel justified in letting these lands
lie idie for such a period of time. On the other hand there is very
little demand for industrial land at the moment. The pace of
industrial development is slow in the Halifax-~=Dartmouth area due to
the lack of the Area Development Incentive Act grants from which we
have been excluded.

Furthermore, the writer can say from personai experience that
the reaction of industrial site-seekers fo the land in question has
not so far been favourable, chiefly on the score of cost, Some years
ago this Commission obtained estimates for laying out industrial sites
on the section immediately West of Africville which is very similar
terrain. The cost of this was estimafted then at $3.00 per square
foot. It would certainly be higher now. i

)

Respectful ly submiftfed
A Ve v
7 ' //[‘
(&
Z  F
RAY MARCH
Executive Secretary

2411,1504,/644’

——

RMW/rpc
c.c. Mr, G. Douglas Anderson
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CONFIDENT IAlL Finance and Executive Committee
April 18, 1968

TOj His Worship the Mayor and
Members of the Finance
and Executive Committee

FROM: S. A. Ward, City Manager

.DATE: April 8, 1968

SUBJECT: Staff Report - Expropriation of Properties Nos. 144, 145, and
146, City Plan P500/46, Africville

Mr. Kendrick Elcock has a deed to a parcel of land bordering
on Bedford Basin, which has approximately 2,460 square feet., The land
is assessed for $1,500 and the buildings on the land, Nos. 144, 145,
and 146, are assessed for $1,000 making a total assessment of $2,500.

A description of the improvements are as follows:

No. 144 - A garage type structure estimated to be over forty years old
which has been vacant for a number of years and is in a very
poor state of repair.

No. 145 - This building was built approximately fifteen years ago by
Mr. Aubrey Howe, Mr. Elcock's stepson. Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey
Howe lived in this building until they purchased their
present home approximately ten years ago. Mr. Elcock now
resides on the property. It is a five-room bungalow in
poor to fair condition. The exterior is covered with wood
shingles and the interior is partitioned with gyproc panels.

No. 146 - This is an outbuilding.

Mr. Elcock is asking for $10,000 for Buildings Nos. 144 and
146 plus the land. The total settlement includes $1,000 for necessary
household items. Mr. Aubrey Howe is asking for $5,000 for Building
No. 145 making a total claim of $15,000; the sum of which is deemed
excessive in line with what the City paid for similar properties in
the area. A settlement figure of $8,500 is deemed to be reasonabley
the sum of which includes $1,000 for necessary household items.

In view of the asking price by Mr. Elcock and Mr., Howe, Staff
recommended expropriation proceedings be instituted.

Respectfully submitted,

< Lo,

S. A. Ward
City Manager

RWD/bah _ = .
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File No. 261/1

My, 8. J. Langmaid, Super. Real Est, Div.
R, B. Grant, Director of Development
April 2, 1968

Africvile

. Some time ago the matter of expropriating the Africvilie
properties was placed before City Council. The actual exprop-
riation was deferred for some time pending completion of the
expropriation plans. JSubsecuently, expropriation was deferred
by the City Solicitor because of the fact that no report was
placed before City Council relating to negotiatioens with Mr.
Alcock. 3

The City sSolicitor informg me that he will he prepared
te permit the exprepriation to teke place as scon as a report
on Mr. Alcock is available for consideration by City Council.
This report should be similar to the report that esccompanies
our requests for expropriation of other propertiss. The rmost
notéble recent examples are, of csurse, the waterfront
properties,

‘ I wonder if you would be geed enoush te have a report:
prepared on our negotiations with Mr. Alcock. I think it
important that we attempt to clean up this programme as soon
as possible not only for the sake of the peeple involved but
because of the fact that we will want to start construction
of the new City Field on certain lands now occupied by buildings.
These are the lands immediately adjacent to the incinerator.

I believe that there are few loose ends with respect to these
properties, particularly the ownership interests of Aaron
Carvery, Vincent Sim, and a person by the name of Jackson.,

Z R

R. B. Grant
Director of Development

RBG/meb

c.c. Mr. Dodge
Hr. Lubka
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Mr. D. Murphy, City 8olicitor
Ce L. Dodge. P, Eng.. City Engin&er

February 28, 1968

Description of Lands to be Expropriated at
Africville by the City of Halifax.

Attached is the description of lands and lands covered
by water to be expropriated by the City of Halifax at Africville
for Redevelopment purposes.

Yours truly,

et e

CHARLES L. DODGE, P. ENG.
JDC/mwg CITY ENGINEER
Attachment

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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TO: His Worship, the Mayor,

and Members of the Finance & Executive Committee
FROM: Mr. S.A. Wafd, City Manager
DATE: March 26th, 1968

SUBJECT: Osborne Farrell ~ Estate David Dixon - Africville

On June 15th, 1967, City Council authorized staff to
acquire the interest of the Estate of David Dixon in a property
at Africville, By that authorization, the heirs of the Estate
werefto execute a Quit Claim Deed in favour of the City of
Halifax.

All signatures, with the exception of that of Osborne
Farrell, have been obtained. Staff, to-this point, has been
unable to purchase Mr. Farrell's interest because of his in-
ability to provide his wife's signature, The wife's signature
1s necegpary at<law to-bar her dower interest in the property.
The dower interest is something in ‘the nature of an encumbrance.
Because the right of dower is a nominal 'encumbrance only, the
City of Halifax has a right either to compél Mr., Farrell to re-
move it, or to seek an abatement in the purchase price in respect
of such encumbrance. Because all efforts to obtain his wife's
signature have been unsuccessful, ‘staff is-of the opinion
that of the $360.00 payable to Mr. Farrell, '§60.00 should be
withheld in the event Mrs. Osborne Farrell seeks compensation
for her dower 1nterest.

It is therefore recommended that staff be authorized
to pay Mr, Farrell all but $60.00 of-the $360.00 amount in
hand, 'thereby obtaining his 1nterest in the Estate of David

Dixon .
Respectfully submitted,
- S. A, Ward, -
City Manager.
LEC:vmc
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February 27, 1968

Deacription of Lands to be Expropriated at
Africville by the City of Haldfax

All those certain lots, pieces or parcels of land and land
covered by water %: the nortgorn portion gf the City of Halifax at
Africville being lLots *'A', *B', 'C' and 'D', as shown bo
on a plan entitled "Expropriation Plan of Certain Lands ﬂ:‘ﬁ%oﬁ&ﬁ? B waren
the City of Halifax for Redevelopment Purposes', dated February 14, 1968
and being on file in the office of the Development Officer of the City
of Halifax at City Hall as Plan #IT-8-17186, the said lands being more
particularly described as followa?

Lot ‘A’

Beginning at the point where the southwestern official street
line of Robie Street ia intersected by the western boundary line of the
Canadian Government Railways Willow Park Branch and the southeastern
boundary line of other land now or formerly owned by the City of Halifax;

Thence southwestwardly along the said southeastern boundary line
of other land now or formerly owned by the City of Halifax for a distance
of five hundred and fifty feet and forty-seven hundredths of a foot
(550.47') to the southwestern boundary line of said other land now or
formerly owned by the City of Halifax;

Thence northwestwardly along the said southwestern boundary line
of other land now or formerly owned by the City of Halifax for a distance
of one hundred and ninety-five feet (195') to the southern boundary line of
the Canadian Government Railway's Deep Water Branch, Bedford Subdivizion;

Thence southwestwardly along the said Canadian Government Railway's
southern boundary }1na for a distance of one hundred and ninety-one feet
more or less (191'-) to the eastern boundary line of other lands now or
formerly owned by the City of Halifax;

Thence southerly along the said eastern boundary line of other
lands nov or formerly owned by the City of Halifax for a distance of one
thousand four hundred and eighty-four feet (1,484'=) to the official north
eastern atreet line of Mackintosh Street.
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Thence southeastwardly along the said north eastern official
street line of Mackintosh Street for a distance of fourteen feet more or
less (14'+) to the north western official street line of Forrester Street.

Thence northeastwardly along the said north western official
street line of Forrester Street for a distance of three hundred fifty-eight
and two tenths of a foot (358.2') to the north eastern boundary line of
lands now or formerly of the Mackintosh Subdivision.

Thence southeastwardly along the said north eastern boundary line of
land now or formerly of Mackintosh Subdivision for a distance of three hundred
and fifty feet more or less (350'+) to the north western boundary line of
lands now or formerly owned by Standard Paving Maritime Limited;

Thence northwardly along the said northwestern boundary line of
lands now or formerly owned by Standard Paving Maritime Limited for a
distance of nine hundred and forty-cne feet more or less (941's) to the
northwestern boundary line of lands now or formerly owned by Canadian
Government Railway's, Willow Park Branch;

Thence northwardly along the various courses of the said north
western boundary line of lands now or formerly owned by Canadian Government
Railvay's, Willow Park Branch for a distance of nine hundred and twenty-nine
feet and five tenths of a foot more or less (929.5's¢) to the place of
beginning.

Lot 'B!

Begirning at the point where the southwestern official street line
of Robie Street is intersected by the western boundary line of the Canadian
Government Railway's, Willow Park Branch and the northeastern boundary line
of lands now or formerly owned by the City of Halifax;

Thence northwestwardly along the said northeastern boundary line
of lands now or formerly owned by the City of Halifax for a distance of
four hundred and eighty feet (480') to the southeastern boundary line of
lands now or formerly owned by Canadian Government Railway's, Deep Water
Branch Subdivisiongj

Thence northeastwardly along the various courses of the said
southeastern boundary line of landes now or formerly owned by Canadian
Government Railway's Deep Water Branch for a distance of one thousand, four
hundred and twenty-two feet (1,422') to the northeastern officiaml street
line of Gottingen Street;

Thence southeastwardly along the said northeastern official street
line of Gottingen Street for a distance of one hundred and thirty-eight feet
(138') to the northwestern boundary iine of lands now or formerly owned by
Canadian Government Railway's, Willow Park Branch;

Thence southwestwardly along the various courses of the said
northwestern boundary line of lands now or formerly owned by Canadian
Government Railway's Willow Park Branch for a distance of ome thousand,

five hundred and thirteen feet more or leas (1.513’;9 to the place of
beginning.
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Lot *‘C*

Beginning at the point where the northeastern official street
line of Gottingen Street is intersected by the southeastern boundary line
of lands now or formerly owned by Canadian Government Railway's Willow Park
Branch;

Thence southwestwardly along the various courses of the said south-
eastern boundary line of lands now or formerly owned by Canadian Government
Railway's, Willow Park Branch for a distance of five hundred and forty-nine
feet (549') to the northeastern boundary line of land now or formerly owned
by the City of Halifax;

Thence southeastwardly along the said northeastern boundary line of
said lands now or formerly owned by the City of Halifax for a distance of one
hundred and eleven feet (111') to the northwestern boundary line of eaid
lands novw or formerly owned by the City of Halifax;

Thence northeastwardly along the northwestern boundary line of said
lands now or formerly owned by the City of Halifax for a distance of five
bundred and seventy-eight feet (578') to the said northeastern official
street line of Gottingen Street;

Thence northwestwardly along the northeastern official street line
of Gottingen Street for a distance of ome hundrsd and seventeen feet (117*)
to the place of beginning.

Lot 'D*

Beginning at the point where the southern boundary line of lands
nov or formerly owned by Nova Scotia Co-operative Abattoir Limited is
intersected by the western boundary line of lands now or formerly owned by
Canadian Goverument Rallway's Deep Water Branch, Bedford Subdivisiong

Thence southwestwardly along the sald western boundary line of
lands now or formerly owned by Canadian Govermment Railway's Deep Water
Branch for a distance of three hundred and seventy-six feet and nine tenths
of a foot (376.9') to the , fdEtern boundary line of lands now or formerly
owned by Fairview Development Limited;

Thence northwestwardly along the northeastern boundary line of
lands now or formerly owned by Fairview Development lLimited for a distance
of eighty-four feet and one tenth of a foot (84.1') to the eastern boundary
line of lands now or formerly owned by the Natiosmal Harbours Board;

Thence northwardly along the eastern boundary line of lands now or
formerly owned by the National Harbours Board for a distance of seven hundred
and eighty feet more or less (780'1);

Thence northwestwardly along the northeastern boundary line of

lands, and lands covered by water now or formerly owned by the Rational
Harbours Board for a distance of two hundred feet more or less (200's#);
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Thence northeastwardly along the southeastern boundary line of
land and lands covered by water now or formerly owned by the National
Harbours Board for a distance of seven hundred and fifty feet more or
leas (750');

Thence northwestwardly along the northeastern boundary line of
lands and lands covered by water now or formerly owned by the National
Harbours Board for a distance of four hundred and ninety feet more or
less (490%);

Thence northeastwardly along the southeastern boundary line
of said lands covered by water now or formerly owned by the National
Harbours Board for a distance of one hundred and fifty feet (150') to
the southwestern boundary line of lands now or formerly owned by the
National Harbours Board;

Thence southeastwardly along the southwestern boundary line
of lands and lands covered by water now or formerly owned by the
National Harbours Board for a distance of one hundred and fifty feet
more or less (150'+);

Thence northeastwardly along the southeastern boundary line of
lands and lands covered by water now or formerly owned by the Natiomal
Harbours Board for a distance of eight hundred and forty feet (840');

Thence southeastwardly along the said southwesterr boundary
line of said lands and landscovered with water now or formerly owned
by the National Harbours Board for a distance of two hundred feet (200');

Thence northeastwardly along the said isoutheasterm boundary
line of said lands and lands covered with water now or formerly owned by
the National Harbours Board for a distance of fifty-five feet (55');

Thence northwestwardly along the northeastern boundary line of
lands covered by water now or formerly owned by the National Harbours
Board for a distance of four hundred feet more or less (4002;);

Thence northeastwardly along the southeastern boundary line of
lands covered with wate.. now or formerly owned by the National Harbours
Board for a distance of three hundred and fifty feet (350');

Thence southeastwardly along the southwestern boundary line of
lands covered with water now or formerly owned by the Hational Harbours
Board for a distance of two hundred and sixty feet more or less (260's+)
to high water mark on the shore of Bedford Basinj;

Thence northeastwvardly along the sald highwater mark on the
shore of Bedford Basin being the southeastern boundary line of lands
covered with water now or formerly owned by the National Harbours Board
for a distance of one thousand and seventy feet (1,070');
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Thence northwestwardly along the northeastern boundary line of
lands covered with water now or formerly owned by the National Harbours
Board for a distance of four hundred and fifteen feet (415');

Thence northeastwardly along the southeastern boundary line of
lands covered with water now or formerly owned by the National Harbours
Board for a distance of three hupdred feet (300');

Thence southeastwardly along the southwestern boundary line of
lands covered with water now or formerly owned by the National Harbours
Board for a distance of five hundred and tem feet (510°) to high water
mark on the shore of Bedford Basing

Thence eastwardly along the said high water mark on the shore
of Bedford Basin being the southern boundary line of lands covered with
water now or formerly owned by the National Harbours Board for a distance
of seven hundred and fifty feet (750') to the morthwestern boundary line
of lands now or formerly owned by the National Harbours Board;

Thence southwestwardly along the northwestern boundary line of
lands now or formerly owned by the National Harbours Board for a distance
of one hundred and eighty-five feet (185') to the northern boundary line
of lands now or formerly owned by the Canadian Government Railway's,

Deep Water Branchj

Thence vestwardly and soutbiestwardly along the various courses
of the northern and northwestern dboundary line of lands now or formerly
owned by the Canadian Government Railway's Deep Water Branch for a distance
of three thousand four hundred and seventy-three feet (3,473') to the
northern boundary line of lands now or formerly owned by Nova Scotia Co-
operative Abattoir Limited;

Thence westwardly along the northern boundary line of lands now
or formerly owned by Nova Scotia Co-operative Abattoir limited for a
distance of two hundred feet (200') to the western boundary line of said
Abattoir property;

Thence southwardly along the western boundary line of lands
now or formerly owned by Nova Scotia Co-operative Abattoir Limited for a
dietance of nine hundred and ten feet (910') to the southern boundary line
of said lands now or formerly owned by Nova Scotia Co-operative Abattoir
Limited;

Thence ecastwardly along the southern boundary line of said lands

now or formerly owned by Nova Scotia Co-operative Abattoir Limited for a
distance of two hundred and twelve feet more or less (212'#) to the place

of beginning.
Made By: (/& &
Checked By: /»5
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File No. 254/1

TO: Mr. C, L. Dodge, City Engineer 1. FOLLOW UP
FROM: R % B - Grant , Director Of Development 2. FOLLOW UP
OATE: February 12, 1968 3. FOLLOW UP
SUBJECT: 4. COMPLETION DATE

Right of Way Boundaries - Africville Area

3

I provided you with a copy of my letter of
January 23, 1968 to Mr. Collins of the C. N. R. Could
you let me know when the Africville expropriatbn will

be placed before City Council.

R. B. Grant
‘ Director of Development

RBG/meb

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



File No. 254/1

January 23, 1968

. Mr, L. H, Collins
Manager of Real Estate
Canedian Nationzl Paillways
Atlantic Region :
Moncton, New Brunswick

Dear Mr, Collins: RE: Your File A-8225, Rallway
Right of Way Boundaries -

Africville 2rea

I apologize for the extremely long delay in
replying to your letter of December 21, 1967. Fowever,
we have not yet been able to finalipe our title situation
in the Africville area.

To date, we have been successful in settling

. with all but two of the owners in the Africvilles area and
we have three families to be relocated. 2As our negotia-
tions have been unsuccessful with these families, we
are, on instructions from City Council, proceeding to
prepare expropriation plans for the area. 2s you can
imagine, there are some survey difficulties in this area
but we feel that most of these have been resolved, T
am hoping that within the next month or six weeks we
will have completed the expropriation plan and processed
it through City Council,

“hen the expropriation plan has been filed, we
ghould be able to sit down and resolve the boundary sur-
vey problems as between your organization and the City.
I will get in touch with you about the end of February.

Yours very truly,

4
Vi o
R, B, CGrant
Director of Devalopment

RBG/mab
P.S.to Mr. Dodge, “7 ,

I wonder if you could let me know where we stand
on the expropriation of Africville.

. R.B. G.

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



To: His Worship the Mayor
and Members of Finance & Executive Committee

From: S. A. Ward, C. A., Acting City Manager
Date: November 14, 1967

Subject: Establishment of Trust Fund - Africville

At the time of winding up its affairs, the Sub-Committee
on Africville recommended that "if after complete expropriation of
the Africville area, there is any increase in the value of the
land, by re-sale, or a portion of same, as defined by the City
Council of the City of Halifax, that such amount should be
allotted to the Trust Fund which has been established by the
settlement of the Seaview Baptist Church for the education of
the descendants of the area, whose homes were expropriated, and
such Fund to expire December 31, 1987."

The Finance and Executive Committee, on October 5th, 1967,
agreed to defer consideration of the matter pending receipt of a
staff report showing:

(2a) the total cost to the City of the land and buildings
at Africville;

(b) other costs associated with the relocation of
Africville families; and

(c) the value of the land as determined by an independent
appraiser or appraisers.

The cost of property acquisition and relocation of fam-
ilies to date has been calculated by the Finance Department.
Staff have, however, recommended against proceeding with an
appraisal of the .lands at the present time. It is considered
that it would be more appropriate to appraise the land at a
time when development proposals are under way, so that the
appraisal will be closely related to the real economic value.

It is the recommendation of staff that the Africville lands not
be appraised at the present time, but that the matter be review-
ed whenever development is proposed.

Respectfully submitted,

Sl

S. A. WARD, C. A.
Acting City Manager

AWC/H.
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TO: Mr, G. F. West, Director of Works

FROM: Mr. C. A. Copp, Jr. Supt. of Operations

DATE: November 10th, 1967 3. FOLLOW UP

suBJEcT: Demolition of Dwelling and Shed - Africville 4. COMPLETION DATE

The following is a statement from the men who worked on
demolitions in Africville.

The house in question was built on stone foundation with
cement between the stone. The depth of the foundation was
approximately six feet. It was a one storey structure around
sixteen feet by twenty feet in size. It was covered with
wooden shingles. The roof was a low slope type covered with
rolled roofing. The shingles were in fair condition., The
interior had soft wood floors that were in poor condition.
The walls and ceilings were covered with gyp-rock but where

the building had been open to the public the walls had been
damaged.

When we arrived to take down this building, we found
some of the windows boarded up and some of them open. The
door was off, laying on the ground, leaving the building
open. The only thing found in the building was a telephone
on an old stool. The phone was removed by the Maritime
Telegraph & Telephone Co. Ltd..

The oil shed in back was approximately six feet by
eight feet and was in a deplorable condition.

There was nothing in either of these buildings that
would be any good for salvage.

Yours truly,

@OQW@M,,&(FMM
z : 08 - Sub-foreman
dﬁ;zV”AT'Ldr. Operator
% (fWLabourer
. . Labourer
%W

CAC/dj
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WORKS DEPT. <\

8/ RECEIVED \_‘

T0: Mr. George West, Commissioner of Works SR % NOV8 19%67p |
FROM: D.F. Murphy, City Solicitor 2. FoLLow B\ CRy of Hafifax
DATE: November 7, 1967 3. FOLLOW UP s oy
IS
. ‘.‘_4-'-/

SUBJECT: David A. Stewart Property 4. COMPLETION DATE

at Africville
® Prmpirlin # 895~ Ofrenille

Mr. Cecil Moore, Barrister, has written me on
behalf of David Stewart, and concerning the demolition
of Mr. Stewart's property in Africville, presumably by
someone in the employ of the City of Halifax.

Would you kindly attempt to determine what was
the condition of the Stewart property at the time of its
demolition and what is the practice of the Works Department
with respect to the possessions and furniture of people
in Africville when their properties are being demolished.

It may be that the Stewart property was in such
. a state of disrepair resulting from vandalism and ransacked
by vandals that our man might reasonably have expected that
the property was scheduled for demolition.

A
/,/,,-" Z “ 4
Donald F. M 77 i

City Solicitor

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



November 1, 1967.

To the Chairman and Members
of the Committee on Works.

At a meeting of the Africville Sub-Committee held on
October 5, 1967, a report was submitted from the Acting City
Manager relating to the Africville Relocation Program.

The report advised that as of October 5, 1967, there
remains one property to be acquired. Negotiations have been
in process for several months but a satisfactory settlement
has not been completed because the asking price is $27,000.00,
as compared to the City's offer of $8,500.00. It would appear
that a settlement will have to be determined by expropriation.

It is recommended that the area of land known as
Africville, Plan No. P500/46 be expropriated and that the
necessary Expropriation Plan, Description and Resolution be
prepared for approval by Council.

Respectfully submitted,

’/,

R. H. STODDARD,
CITY CLERK.

/Mcs.

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Africville Story

Maclean’s Magazine last
night came under fire from
Halifax city council for in-
accurate reporting of the
city’s Africville story.

Mayor O’Brien raised the
matter.

Without referring to the spe-
cific mistakes, he said the
city had put up all the money
itself, without a cent of fed-
eral help.

Ald. Black suggested that
Ald. Connolly, former chair-
man of the Africville reloca-
tion committee, write to the
magazine editor and correct |
the facts.

\ The council agreed.

c . . e ;
opy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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TO: Mr, S. A. Ward, Acting City ManageT<\ Mo  _. 0CT 271957 ré
FROM: Mayor Allan O'Brien OFFIC 1o F};/

\ OITY W R 5
DATE: October 26, 1967, 3. FOLLOW UP /ﬁt> =<
SUBJECT: 4. COMPLETION DATE

It has been pointed out to me by one of the Aldermen
that there is a number of houses in Africville which are vacant
and which have not been demolished. The fear is expressed
that squatters may occupy them and we would then face a difficult
problem of eviction.

Is it possible to arrange for immediate destruction of
vacant properties in Africville?

. . C‘: !.. (;/»' Ly (- "[ ;)/Lu.lﬁ/c\_

ALLAN O'BRIEN
MAYOR

S 0 \g;LthLt;\- h{ W ortm

o Pk it Yo
-LQ-&A-Q.‘Q1 w\%‘ “‘Q/"'" LA
s eemneeClon

v
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TO: G. F. West, Director of Works 1.

FrRoM: H. G. Maclachlan, Real Estate Division 2.

DATE:  October 18, 1967 3. FoLLow uP
SUBJECT: Seaview Church-Africville 4. COMPLETION DATE

This will confirm my telephone request to Mr. B. Earle
of today's date.

The Sea View Church in Africville is ready for demolition.
Would you please demolish this building as soon as
possible as it is a fire hazard and children will break
into this building.

oy . -
e leq KWJW,«
H. G. Maclachlan
HGM/hl Real Estate Divisdion

c.c. C. A. Copp, Superintendent City Field
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Finance and Executive Committee
October 19, 1967

TO: His Worship the Mayor and
Members of the Finance
and Executive Committee
FROM: S. A. Ward, Acting City Manager
DATE: October 12, 1967

SUBJECT: Staff Report - Africville - Additional Borrowing

The Africville Relocation Programme is virtually complete.
Satisfactory settlements have been arranged with all but two or
three owners in the area and the remaining properties will be
cleared as alternative housing is found for the remaining families.

It is expected that within a short time a report will be
Placed before City Council recommending expropriation of all of the
properties within Africville. This expropriation will ensure that
the City acquires clear title to properties which have been conveyed
to the City by Quit Claim Deeds. It will also permit those owners
who are not satisfied with the settlements offered to have the
Courts determine the amount of compensation due them.

To date, City Council has approved borrowing resolutions
totalling $530,000 to cover the Africville programme. The total
disbursements made to this time are approximately the same amount.
Additional settlements to a total of about $40,000 have been
negotiated but the funds have not yet been disbursed. 1In addition,
it is expected that perhaps $30,000 more will be required to com-
pPlete settlements not yet negotiated and to assist in the final
stages of relocation.

In summary, therefore, borrowing resolutions to a total
of $530,000 have been approved and disbursements to this amount have
been made. It is estimated that a further $70,000 will be required
in order to complete the programme. It is, therefore, recommended
that a borrowing resolution in the amount of $70,000 be approved.

Respectfully submitted,

S. A, Ward
Acting City Manager

RBG/meb
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TO: Mr. C.L. Dodge, City Engineer 1. FOLLOW UP
FROM: R. B. Grant, Director of Development 2. FOLLOW UP
DATE: October 10, 1967 3. FOLLOW UP
SUBJECT: Expropriation - Africville Area 4. COMPLETION DATE

B

The City has completed negotiations for all of
the Africville properties except one or two and in these
cases negotiated settlements cannot be achieved. A
recommendation has, therefore, gone forward to authorize
expropriation of all of the Africville properties. The
purpose of this expropriation is to obtain title to the
two properties yet to be settled and also to wipe any
cloud on the title to the properties already acquired.
The City could only accept Quit Claim Deeds and this is
not a satisfactory form of title.

778 -/1295/

I am enclosing a copy of Plan 500-46 on which
has been superimposed the apparent boundaries of the
individual properties. These boundaries are, of course,
only approximate but they give an indication of the area.

. I feel that when we expropriate, we should do so in a
manner so as to clarify all problems of title in the area.

As you can see, there are four general areas
which constitute the Africville area. These are:

dbey An area outlined in yellow which was expropriated
from the Halifax Relief Commission in the mid-
1950ts. There is no need to re-expropriate
this area as the interests of the Africville
residents within this area were eliminated
prior to negotiated settlements.

2. An area bounded by green between the two sets
of tracks. In this area, the Africville
properties overlapped C. N. R. lands. ' In
addition, we do not know the ownership of the
lands at the northeast extremity of the area.

We should prepare an expropriation plan covering
the area between the two rights-of-way. This
expropriation plan should be extended in a
northeasterly direction to the point where
definite title can be established.

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Mr. C. L. Dodge 2 October 10, 1967

3. An area bounded in blue between the C. N. R.
right-of -way and Bedford Basin. These
properties infringe on the C. N. R. right-
of-way to some extent but again we cannot
expropriate against the C. N. R.

We should, however, prepare an expropriation

plan covering all of the lands in this area which
are not known to have proper legal ownership.

We know the eastern boundaries and the western
boundaries but a careful study will have to be
made to make sure that the expropriation plan

is extended sufficiently far in a northeasterly
and southwesterly direction to guard against
future title difficulties.

4, An area bounded in black to the southeast of
the C. N. R. tracks. The expropriation plan
for this area should cover a sufficiently large
area to ensure that the lands acquired by the
City extend to lands in legal ownership of
known persons or organizations. This again
will require examination of existing records.

We would like to finish the Africville reloca-
tion programme as soon as possible. I would appreciate,
therefore, if you could arrange for the preparation of
the three expropriation plans required as soon as possible.
If any queries arise from this memorandum, please let me
know and we will attempt to resolve them.

/75 %

R. B. Grant
Director of Development

RBG/meb
Attachment

c.c. Mr. D. Murphy
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Thanks For‘Job Well Done’

%
Ald. James L, Connolly, Ald. Connolly “for a job well a formal vote of thanks.”
chairman of the city’s Afric- dope.” ; The council agreed to invite
ville  relocation committee, Deputy - mayor Matheson the seven members as guests
résigned his position ' last suggested that the committee of honor at a special dinner in
night, and the seven-member be given recognition “beyond the near future.
committee was dissolved, —
Members of city council
applauded the efforts of Mr.
Cotinolly .and other committee
membérs,
The event marked the near-
end of a long and complicated
problem involving relocation
of the Negro community in
the city’s north end.
Ald, Connolly said the city
had ‘purchased all but one of
the properties, and this one
was in process of settlement
through expropriation.
Ald. Harry Butler moved a
motion of commendation to

i i i icipal Archives
i i ject files, provided by Halifax Municipa
icvi isiti -1971, Engineering and Works subjec
- lle Property Acquisition, 1965-1 ,
Copy of 102-39B.797, Africvi



Mr. R, B. Grant, Development Officer

Ce L. Dodge, Acting Commissioner of Works
Harohj]:?g’: 1967

Letter - E, M. Searles

Attached is a letter from Mr. Edsworth M. Secarles, which was
received in this department on March 10, 1967. As this letter
deals with expropriation of a property in Africville, we feel
it should be forwarded to you for your information.

Charles L. Dodge,
Acting Commissioner of Works

/mev

Encl:
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f Africyille Not Cleared For Profit—Mayor

Some people think the City He made the obéervaﬁon purely social reasons, he ex-

of Halifax undertook the al a meeting of the finance plained.
fAfrlcvﬂle slum clearance pro-

gram just to make mons and executivg com.m.lttee. Be.sides, the land had.a
with the land, Mayor Allan Some public opinion was relatively low economic

O'Brien said. that the city wanted the Afric- _value. i
2 ville lands “tg sell as an in-
dustrial site at a fancy price.”
The land was cleared for |
— P e |

i i ici hives
i j i ded by Halifax Municipal Arc
fricville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by
Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville



Bulldozers will
End All Trace
Of Slum Housing

Bulldozers are scheduled to move into
Africville next week and begin demolishing
the last section of the Negro slum once de-
scribed as an “indictment of society”.

Nine families are still living
in the area in Halifax’s north
end, but only two still have
compensation claims to be
settled by City Council. The
council is expected to consider
the claims next month.

Seventy families have been
relocated and more than $200,-
000 spent on the project since
June, 1964.

Peter MacDonald of Sydney,
provincial welfare officer re-
sponsible for liaison between

the city and the people of
Africville, said Wednesday the
whole area should be levelled
by the end of September.

He said the project is about
four months behind schedule
and has been held up by com-
pensation claims.

Many Africville residents

had squatter’s rights, he said.
Before boundaries were mark-|
ed out, land was often ex-|
changed orally for the price|
of a pig or a sack of potatoes.

Some of the people of Afrie- |
ville are descendants of slaves |
who fled the United States or|
came as servants with their |
“white masters” almost 200/
years ago. '\

Although Africville consisted l.
only of rickety houses and
patchwork shacks on a bleak |
hillside overlooking Bedford |
Basin, many residents were
hostile when plans were first
made to relocate them.

Mr. MacDonald said one of |
the greatest problems was the
breakup of community life
which was inevitable as the °
people moved into different
areas and some left the prov- '
ince altogether.

“However hard their life in
Africville was, it had one
compensation, Mr. Donald'
said. ““The people never suf-
fered from loneliness.”

The land has been rezoned
for industrial purposes, and
when the final traces of Afric-
ville have gone work will bes
gin on rebuilding the area::

Qug 27

Vi
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Program '
Complefe
In July

By SHEILA URQUHART

“The final chapter in
the unhappy history of
Africville is being writ-
ten this month.

After three years of
slow but continuous pro-
gress—and considerable
controversy—the city of
Halifax is completing its
relocation program for
residents of that unique
Negro community on the
edge of Bedford Basin.

In 1964 about 80 families
lived in the squalid shacktown
under conditions that prompt-
ed criticism from every visit-
ing newsman or sociologist
looking for a lost cause.

!This week only a dozen
families remain, most of
whom are waiting for alter-

ite  accommodation which
48y become' available any
day.

FIVE REMAIN

:There are only five proper-
ties yet to be purchased by
the city. Of these, three are
expected to be settled within
the next two weeks, the final
two by the end of this month.

To date the program has
cost the city about a half
million dollars, including the -
acquisition of land. It actually
became operative June 1,
1964, after Council’s accept-
ance in Dec. 1963, of a hard-
hitting report by University of
Toronto social work profes-

«, Dr. Albert Rose.

Dr. TRose strongly urged
relocation along the guidelines
finally adopted by the city.

»As he said in that report:

“There is literally no com-
munity in Canada, perhaps
none in North America, quite
like Africville. Its long his-
tory, iis special population
and their employment charac-
teristics, the years of neglect
of this community by the
administration of the city of
Halifax, the unique impor-
tance of this settlement for all

1e people of Nova Scotia and
tor Canada, must be borne in
mind by the negotiator.”

That ‘“‘negotiator” turned
out io be a sort of super
social worker named Peter
MacDonald, loaned by the
provincial government to the
city of Halifax to work
specifically on the relocation
of Africville residents.

It’s been the task of the
quiet-spoken Cape Bretoner to
establish a rapport between
these people and City Coun-
cil; to smooth the way for
financial negotiations and
em p loyment opportunities;
and to supervise the eventual
rélocation and integration of
Africville residents into the
city as a whole.

AVOIDING GHETTOS

*One of MacDonald’s biggest

headaches has been finding
} the right spot for the right

"_'Please Turn To Page 12

, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halif
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Continued From Page 3

$15,000 for most properties

mily for the right results.
yery effort has been made
locate families throughout
e city to avoid the sort of
ietto life they have had in
e past.

Most have moved to areas

Halifax’s north end, in
-edominantly-white neigh-
irhoods; a few families are
ww living in the County of
alifax; a few have moved to
héeas of the province;
id at least two former
ricville families are living in
artmouth.

MacDonald says most of the
located breadwinners are
lf-supporting. This means
ey are paying their own
nt, heat, light, etc.
About 25 families have
[rchased homes and are
indling their mortgage pay-
ents without financial aid
ym the city.
The social worker peints out
1at newly-moved families
ust often rely on some
bsidization from the city
ring the first few months of
djgastment in new sur-
S.
He says there will likely be
more than five families
10 will be totally dependent
the city’s welfare system
1en the relocation program
complete. ‘. .. This is
ry good.”
Usually families chose
ntal accommodation t h e m-
lves, and in MacDonald’s
inion, all meet Ordnance 50
indards. Houses purchased
rre generally in the middle
iss range — from $12,000 to

-

bought within the city.

Accommodation was never
forced on any family being
relocated, but the advice and
opinions of city staff were
always available if requested.

MacDonald has personally
been involved in numerous
visits to available lodgings
with prospective
tenants, checking out the
premises and the attitudes of
the landlords.

He claims to have run into
practically no problems based
on racial prejudice, and
doesn’t think his clients have
had many encounters with
prejudice.

In a dew cases where
neighbors may have been a
bit hostile before an Africville
family moved in, the “preju-
dice factor cracked” after the
families got to know one and
other.

This opinion was borne out
in interviews conducted by
this reporfer last year among
more than a dozen relocated
families who were pleased,
and sometimes surprised, at

" the friendliness they encoun-
tered in new surroundings.

BELIEVED SATISFIED

“I think many of the
families are satisfied now,
and happier than before,”
says MacDonald. He is par-
ticularly heartened by the
obvious advantages for the
children of relocated families.
They no longer live with the
stigma of being ‘kids from
the slums,” or “kids from
Africville” which had its own|
special connotations.

And it is much easier for
them to attend school, thus
the prediction that perhaps
many of them will remain in
school longer than they might
have in the old environs.

For the adults, there are
the advantages of sewage and
running water, proximity to
shopping and activity areas,
and countless other services
which have always been ac-
cessible to most Haligonians.

>rogram Nearly Complete

Africville _

The relocation program has |

often been criticized for its
lack of speed, but many of the
delays were inevitable. A
start could not be made until
land settlements could be
cleared. It took months just to

disentangle the separate
properties of the 80 families.
After a year, only 13 clear
titles had been discovered and
.these were almost impossible
to plot geographically.

Most of the remaining fam-
ilies claimed ownership stem-
ming from Squatters Rights,
equally vague to trace pre-
cisely. J

But the most importan
reason for moving slowly and
cautiously was to avoid an
emotional, as well as physiy
cal break-up of a century-old
environment. Africville resiy
dents were proud of their|
little community, hurt by[
outside criticism, and many
felt it would have been better
for the city to bring its
services to them.

It was often difficult for
MacDonald {o explain the
advantages of integrating into
society as a whole and the job
required gentleness, patience
and endless reassurances.

In his 19 years as a social
worker, Peter MacDonald has
never before experienced an
assignment just like this ene.
He admits he will miss these
people and the problems
which have kept him on 24-
hour call during the past
three years. |

Would he do it again?

“I think so . . . my job
would have fallen flat if I
hadn’t got the co-operation of |
the people there (Africville).
They have always treated me
with respect . . . and I've

always had respect for them.
— S — _\"‘--\__

)

74z

/

=

I’'ve made lasting associations
with some of these people.” ||
“It’s going to be a strange
feeling, leaving this . . . you
see results here. I’ll miss it.”
Peter MacDonald leaves
with his family for Sydney
next month, where he will
take up a new post with the

family court.

—

[
|

N 2t 8 0, et
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Continued From Page 3

$15,000 for most properties

family for the right results.
Every effort has been made
to locate families throughout
the city to avoid the sort of
ghetto life they have had in
the past.

Most have moved to areas’

in Halifax’s north end, in
predominantly-white neigh-
borhoods; a few families are
now living in the County of

Halifax: a few have moved to
'oth‘eas of the province;
and "dat least two former
Africville families are living in
Dartmouth.

MacDonald says most of the
relocated breadwinners are
self-supporting. This means
they are paying their own
rent, heat, light, etc.

About 25 families have
purchased homes and are
handling their mortgage pay-
ments without financial aid
from the city.

The social worker peints out
that newly-moved families
must often rely on some
subsidization from the city
during the first few months of
adjgastment in new sur-
rou S.

He says there will likely be
no more than five families
who will be totally dependent
on the city’s welfare system
when the relocation program
is complete. ... This is
very good.”

Usually families chose
rental accommodation t h e m-
selves, and in MacDonald’s
opinion, all meet Ordnance 50
standards. Houses purchased
were generally in the middle
class range — from $12,000 to

==

- bought within the city.

Accommodation was never
forced on any family being
relocated, but the advice and
opinions of city staff were
always available if requested.

MacDonald has personally
been involved in numerous
visits to available lodgings
with  prospective
tenants, checking out the
premises and the attitudes of
the landlords.

He claims to have run into
practically no problems based
on racial prejudice, and
doesn’t think his clients have
had many encounters with
prejudice.

In a few cases where
neighbors may have been a
bit hostile before an Africville
family ‘moved in, the “preju-
dice factor cracked’ after the
families got to know one and
other.

This opinion was borne out
in interviews conducted by
this reporter last year among
more than a dozen relocated
families who were pleased,
and sometimes surprised, at

" the friendliness they encoun-
tered in new surroundings.

BELIEVED SATISFIED

“I think many of the
families are satisfied now,
and happier than before,”
says MacDonald. He is par-
ticularly heartened by the
obvious advantages for the
children of relocated families.
They no longer live with the
stigma of being ‘“kids from
the slums,” or “kids from
Africville” which had its own
special connotations.

them to attend school, thus
the prediction that perhaps
many of them will remain in
school longer than they might
have in the old environs.

For the adults, there are
the advantages of sewage and
running water, proximity to
shopping and activity areas,
and countless other services
which have always been ac-
cessible to most Haligonians.
! The relocation program has
often been criticized for its
lack of speed, but many of the
delays were inevitable. A

And it is much easier for}|

Africville .

\ start could not be made until

land settlements could be

cleared. It took months just to |

disentangle the separate
properties of the 80 families.
After a year, only 13 clear
titles had been discovered and
these were almost impossible
to plot geographically. ]

Most of the remaining fam-
ilies claimed ownership stem-
ming from Squatters Rights,
equally vague to trace pre-
cisely.

But the most important
reason for moving slowly and
cautiously was to avoid an
emotional, as well as physi-
cal break-up of a century-old
environment. Africville resi-
dents were proud of their
little community, hurt by
outside criticism, and many
felt it would have been better
for the city to bring its
services to them.

It was often difficult for
MacDonald to explain the
advantages of integrating into
society as a whole and the job
required gentleness,! patience
and endiess reassurances.

In his 19 years as a social
worker, Peter MacDonald has
never before experienced an
assignment just like this ene.
He admits he will miss these
people and the problems
which have kept him on 24-
hour call during the past
three years.

Would he do it again?

“I think so . .
would have fallen flat if I

et

Program Nearly Comp;i*'—e# el
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I’'ve made lasting associations
with some of these people.”

“It’s going to be a strange
feeling, leaving this . . . you
see results here. I'll miss it.”

Peter MacDonald leaves
with his family for Sydney
next month, where he will
take up a new post with the
family court.

. my job |

hadn’t got the co-operation of |

the people there (Africville).
They have always treated me
with respect . . . and T've
always had respect for them.
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TO: Members of the Sub-Committee of Council on
Africville and the Representatives of the
Human Rights Advisory Committee

FROM: P. F. C. Byars, City Manager

DATE: March 20, 1967

SUBJECT: Staff Report - Mr. and Mrs. Ernest (Bernice) Flint, Africville

In December, 1966, the City purchased Property Nos. 105, 106,
107, and 108 from Mrs. Sarah Mantley. Building No. 106 is occupied
by Mr. and Mrs. Ernest (Bernice) Flint and family (four children).
Mr. and Mrs. Flint are prepared to relocate and have become involved
in the purchase of a property on Duffus Street. :

The down payment required is $1,500 and the monthly mortgage
repayment is $130 per month with taxes included. The total cost of
the Duffus Street property is $14,000.

Staff has attempted unsuccessfully to influence Mr. and Mrs.
Flint toward renting a one- or two-bedroom apartment in one of the City-
owned public housing units. Mr. and Mrs. Flint feel that they can meet
a mortgage commitment of $130 per month and are prepared to become
involved if and when negotiations can be completed. Mr. and Mrs. Flint
have contacted Staff to inquire if the City would consider granting
them $1,500 total settlement which is the down payment required by
J. F. Stevens Real Estate Limited. The settlement as proposed by Mr,
and Mrs. Flint would be in lieu of a furniture allowance and rental
assistance. Mr. and Mrs. Flint realize that they do not have any interest
in land or building and would appreciate it if their request could be
given extra consideration. Both Mr. and Mrs. Flint were born in
Africville and have had continuous residence within the community.

Mr. and Mrs. Flint are a young couple (25 years) who are
interested in eventually owning their own home. However, to accomplish
this end, they require the necessary impetus from the City. Mr. Flint
is steadily employed at the Nova Scotia Abbatoir and Mrs. Flint is
steadily employed at the Basinview Home. Their average income is about
$350 per month.

It is suggested that:

& An amount of $1,500 be made payable to Mr. and Mrs. Ernest
(Bernice) Flint; such an amount to be paid in lieu of
furniture allowance and rental assistance.

2 The service of the Legal Department of the City be made
available to Mr. and Mrs. Flint with regard to their
mortgage commitment.

3. Assistance in moving Mr. and Mrs. Flint's furniture from
Africville to their new residence.

Respectfully submitted,

. Byars
City Manager
PJM/bah

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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BARRISTER, SOLICITOR AND NOTARY PUBLIC
SUITE 26
801 YONGE $TREET
TORONTO B, ONTARIO

éclsworll: ()0/1 darles, LLB. BA.

£ March 8th, 1967.

The Commissoner of Property,

City Hall, 3
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Dear Sir:

Mr. Anthony Black, of this City of Toronto, formerly of
Africville advises that he owned a house in Africville and is in-
formed that this property was expropriated.

Could you please advise whether this is so and what price was
offered and whether it has been paid out. This property was occupied
until recently by Mrs. Loretta Black, wife of Anthony Black (also
known as Blackie{.

Y:;?F very truly,
EMS/m E sﬁor;’b/ltcﬁ. Searles
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TO: Mr. C. L. Dodge, Deputy Director of Works

FROM: P. J. MacDhonald, Social Worker

DATE: March 2, 1967

supject: Demolition of Building Nos. 109 and 60, 4. COMPLETION DATE
City Plan P500/46, Africville

This is to advise that Building Nos. 109
and 60, City Plan P500/46, Africville, are vacant

and may be demolished.

DT S /Q

P. J. MacDonald
Social Worker
PJM/bah

c.c. Mr. C. A. Copp

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



HALIFAX INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
5162 Duke St. Halifax, Nova Scotia
Phone: 422-1696

Ref. 18/67
tarch 2, 1967,

COMF IDENT 1AL

Mr. G6.D. Kilne

Ronager

Pubilc Service Commission,
6380 Lady Hammond Road,
Hotlfax, N.S.

Dear lir. Kilne:

I am enclosing e plan of the shore of Dedford
Basin and | refer you to the black outline of o factory site,
approxlmately ¢ ocres cbout 2800 feot cast of the abattolr
and about 2000 fect west of pler 9, at Negro Point, Africvilla.

This mey be the site of & coramic wa)l and floor
tlle plant If we can leep the casts of site preparatlon to a
reasonable flgure,

: They will need from 550 to 650 gallons of water
per hour and | wonder 1f you would let mo know tho cost of
installing the necessary plpes, efc., to get the water to the

site.
Cordiall 3
RAY MARCH
_ Execut tve aecretarv
Riv/rpe

€.C. - Mri Gi Oouglas Anderson
Ii“-- R Bo &Onf

ir. Robert McAlpine
N, George West /

- Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



HALIFAX INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
5162 Duke St. Halifax, Nova Scotla 7] =

Phone: 422-1696

Ref. 18/67 February 28, 1967

1709 Hollis Street
Halifax, N.S.

Dear Bob:

I now have the authority from City Council to accept the kind of fer made
by Mr. Kennéth McAlpine when we had lunch ftogether recently.

As | understood it, he offered to give us an estimate af no cost, of the
cost of preparing a certain site in Hallfax for a certain prospective
plant.” He did make this conditional on Roberf McAlpine Limited being
glven an opporfunity to bid on the eventual job. | do not think there
would be any difficulty in this, although | cannot of course assume any
obligation for the Commissioner of Works, who would presumably be re-
sponslble for calling any tender. Howaver, | would personally undertake
to do everything in my power fo see that your firm had an opportunity fo
bid, Alse City Council has been informed of your kind offer and no doubf
it would fee] the same obligation.

I am enclosing a plan of Negro Poinf on Bedford Basin with the site marked
out roughly. | calculate that if the land were filled and levelled to the
outline | have made it would be about 10,000 Square feet more than 6 acres.
Six acres is the minimum size of site necessary and it must be |000 feet
long to take the kiln. The maximum load is 2.5 tons per square foof and
vibration must be kept to a minimum,

There has to be provision for a railway spur, although the cost of in-
stalling the spur will not be a part of site preparation. | mention it
only because there is a considerable difference between fhe height of
the maln line at that point and the height | imagine the site will be
when levelled, and this may c¢reate some problem, |t seems to me however
that the exlsting spur to the abbatolr could be prolonged eastward to
arrive at Negro Poinf. 1| am checking this with CNR.

| imagine also that the road round from Darrington Street to the site may
have fo be improved, or alfered, and this would of course come under the
head of site preparation. | am sending & copy of this letter fo Mr. R.B.
Grant, City Development Officer and to Mr, George West, Commissioner of
Works, so these officials may know what is golng on and advise you as to
what has to be done in this connection,

ll.../z

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



R.F. McA. -2 - February 28, 1967

It would seem fhat site preparation must include also a sanitary sewer to
connect with the existing sewage system somewhere. There also appears to
be a possibilify that a (ift station will be nacessary to achieve this,
though it seems to me there is af |east a possibility fthat sewage from an
eventual plant at Negro Point could simply be Infroduced into whatever
sewage disposal arrangements the abbatoir may have.

| am also writing the Public Service Cormission about water. The requirement
is for befween 550 and 650 gallons/hour.

| trust this may glve you enough to start work on the estimate and | am of
course af your disposition for any further detaiis you may require. Plans
of the fagtory are not available. All we know is that the site has to be

1000 feet long by at least 300 feet wide. The representative of fthe firm

thought that the shape | have skefched on the enclosed map would be safis-
factory.

It might be as well if | emphasise that there Is absolufely no certainty
that the firm will accept the site. Eventually, if the site is feasible,
if other financial defalls can be settled satisfactorily and if we can gef
economic rail rates from CNR to Central Canada, the Managing Director of
the ltalian parent firm will come out to review these arrangements and will
make the final decision.

In these circumstances, it might be as well if you concenfrated on letting
us have gpproximate figures for the various costs Involved. | am of the
opinion that at this point spged is more important than great eccuracy, so
that 1§ the deal is available to us we have some figures fo discuss, re-
membering of course they are only approximations,  In this way we can hold
the firm's interest in Halifax without wasting too much time on difficult
calculations that may never be used. If the deal then still looks goed,
we can get down fto accurate costs. :

| would be interested to hear how soon you might be able to let us have some
such approximate figures.

Executive Secretary

RM#mg

c.c, #r, G, Douglas Anderson
Mr. R, B, Grant
Mr. George West y//
Mr, d.R. Mitechell

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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P, ?, C, Zyars, City Manager,

G. P, Vest, Comiesicnor of Yorke and Duildings
April 2B, 1965

Vater Supply - Africville

Ne your memo of today'e date reccived at 5330 p.m.

‘be concern expressed in my provious memo today was mainly becsuse of confusion
or apparent misunderstanding exioting smong those concerned with supplying water
to the Afrioville residents.

I opoie vith Vi, MacDonmld about a meeting and he agreed that one should be held

86 soon o8 possiblo. I then talkod with !fr. Grent about whether or not I wes expeoted
to convene the woeting, especially since it appeared to de in the hands of tho
Development Department, and he advised that he had delegnted Mr. Maclonsld to conmvene
the neeting. .

Today, ot approximatoly 3130 peme, I talked with Mr, MacDonald and bo advised that
the Meverend Mr, Coleman spoke to him and e meeting is being arrangoed to oxplain

4 to tho reoidents of Africville wbat 48 to be done end how it ia to bo donos  This
moeting, os X undorstand it, 4s to be held around May 8th.

I further wderatand that there are some promfnent residents of Africville who feo
mummmmabedoncmfarumebythemaafazorngetanu
as they feel the water will soon become otegnant and bo uo better than the prosent

supply of water,

If I om directed to install tanks, I will make provision tomorrov worning to install
tanks as I seo fit, I should reitorate that 4f the health of the residents of
Africville ie of perticuler concern to any of us, I think that they are catitled

to running, chlorinsted, fluoridated water which, &s you know, is caxpensive to provide,

Howevor, asince there is a decicion to provide storege tenks for this vater, I stdll
meintein that there ie confusion, not only among the Sub=Comzittee on Africvilie,

but also on the lLocation Commitioce, Each meoting I etéend I hear a different version
of vhat bag been decided upon by the lealth Dept.

Un the one hand, Mr, Femmerto (Public Service Commission) recommendation to bury
1,000 gallon tapks veceived enthusimstic support. Yet, when it comes down to
serioun discussion, talk about location of small tanks in rooidences seems $o be

mnoat popular.

If I an to be charged with the responsibdility of choosing the type of tank and
method of installation which I feel is not feasible, I no doubt will be oreating
an wheaval in many quarters. However, 4f you so direct I shall initinte purchase
orders tomorrov morning.

e FJUEST
/ %y of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering MMeggrom Iﬁliwmmives
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A recent story in this newspaper,
%bout lack of progress in rehousing
Yesidents of condemned Africville,
#nded with these words, spoken by
ssocial worker Peter MacDonald, who
4s in charge of the social aspects of
sthe scheme:
3 ‘T haven't lost confidence in the
%n’ogram. I seem to feel that rather
#han create a ghetto of colored
geople, there will be more advant-
|ges in integrating them into society
‘at large.”
%  Significantly, a headline, describ-
“ing the tense situation in many of the
darge cities of the United States, runs
‘across the top of the opposite page of
The Mail-Star. ‘Negro slums incu-
‘bators of seething hatred,” it warns.
L Happily, Halifax has begun to
‘demolish its own Negro ghetto while
Telations between citizens of different
‘races are still amicable. There is no
doubt that Africville’s demolition is
ong overdue. ‘But it is regrettable
4hat since January, when 34 of
%etween 75 and 80 Negro families who
‘had been living there had been
imoved out, only three more families
thave found homes elsewhere. |
* By an unhappy accident, Afric-
wille residents, many with large
$amilies, face the problem of finding
‘better accommodation at a time when
such accommodation is scarce, rents
-are high and tight money makes it
#xceedingly difficult for persons of
limited means to buy their own
‘homes.
% For many, departure from their
{nlovely precinct is clearly. impos-
Fible without help from the city. Yet
there is in Halifax a marked shortage

of low rental public housing. And for |

Africbille Move Painfully Slow

such public housing that exists,
Africville families must compete with
other hard-pressed residents who also
have an urgent need for a decent
home. :

The city is absolutely right in
helping Africville people find new
homes in various parts of the city, as
opposed to settling them all in one
particular area. A ghetto is still a
ghetto, even if it takes the form of
modern high rise apartments, or
terrace homes. It is only by helping
Africville residents tfo settle as
individual families within the general
community that the city can ensure
that no group of Haligonians will feel
that it is the victim of discrimination,
whether social or racial. !

Copy of 102-39B.797, Africville Property Acquisition, 1965-1971, Engineering and Works subject files, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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